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Summary

India-origin tea plants imported by Motokichi Tada in Meiji-period were collected in Mie
prefecture. In 1875, Motokichi Tada went to India to research black tea. He traveled in Assam,
Darjeeling and tea-producing districts in northwestern India, and brought back tea seeds.

Motokichi Tada's genetic resources had been selected or used as breeding parents, and
excellent black tea and green tea cultivars were bred. Most of his original collections have
disappeared.

Today, his collections still survive in Mie prefecture. We collected these tea shoots in

Mihama-cho Mie prefecture, and planted them by cutting in a glasshouse.
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Fig.1. Mihama-cho, Mie prefecture
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Fig. 2. A site map of tea plants maintained by Mr.Nobuyuki Yamada.
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Photo 1. The tea plantation of Mr.Nobuyuki

Yamada.
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Photo 2. An example of tea plant collected.
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Photo 3. Field survey of
tea plants.
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Photo 4. Tea plants planted in the pods.
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