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Summary

In tropical and subtropical regions, high temperature stress is one of the serious constraints on crop production.
Against this background, JIRCAS Okinawa Subtropical Station has been attempting to develop heat-tolerant crops by
introducing, collecting, evaluating and utilizing the crop germplasm from tropical and subtropical countries.

We visited Taiwan to explore vegetables and fruit crops suitable for cultivating in Okinawa, subtropical areas of
Japan. A field study was conducted in the southem part of Taiwan in collaboration with Mr. Huang, Genetic Resources
and Seed Unit, AVRDC. We found that many species of subtropical and tropical fruit crops and local varieties of
vegetables, including winged bean, lima bean, pigeon pea, hyacinth bean, water convolvulus, chili peppers, bitter gourd,
etc. are cultivated.
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