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Exploration and collection of Native Varieties of
Peach (Prunus persica) in Okayama Prefecture
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Third Laboratory of Breeding, Division of Fruit Breeding, Fruit Tree Research
Station, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305, Japan

Summary

It is expected that native peach varieties have useful characters, especially bacterial leaf
spot resistance and water tolerance. However, the number of native peach varieties rapidly
decreased in recent years. It is necessafy to collect and preserve them as a genetic resources.
The present exploration for native peaches were carried out at Okayama prefecture from Au-
gust 31 to September 1 in 1993. During this exploration, scions for bud grafting were col-
lected from 11 trees and fruits were also collected from 7 trees. Fruit weight varied from 10.
7g to 33. 8g. Freestone and clingstone types were observed. One sample was nectarine.
These native peach varieties were expected to have water tolerance because natural habitat of

them located in riverside or damside where the soil was relatively humid.
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Fig. 1 Locality of collection
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Table 1 A collection list of Prunus persica in Okayama prefecture
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Leymus mollis (Trin.) Pilger (7> F 7)) OFEH! WEHRIZEA S sk L7
L R 7 v F 7 OfER (AG. 93-18) Ammophila breviligulata
A ERETHEAIRVEROBER (AG. 93-19) (American beachgrass) OFEAY



