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The Second Collections of Subtropical Plant Germplasm
in Miyako and Yaeyama Islands
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Tropical Agriculture Research Center, Okinawa Branch, Ishigaki, Okinawa 907,
Japan

Summary

Many indigenous crops that have useful characteristics for the stable cultivation in tropical
and subtropical areas, are grown in Miyako and Yaeyama islands in Okinawa prefecture. We
already explored these islands in 1990 and collected 108 accessions. Although still remains
many unexplored islands in which unique crops are cultivated, it is necessary to explore in
this area frequently. We conducted seven explorations on seven islands. During the
explorations, we collected a total of 67 accessions including 26 accessions of vegetables, 16 of
legumes, eight of cereals, five of wild sugarcane and 10 of fruit trees. Local varieties of egg-
plant collected in Taketomi and Iriomote islands are considered to be useful gene sources for
heat tolerance, though their fruits are light purple colored. Cowpea is a popular legume in this
region. More than three types are recognized to be mixed in the cowpea accessions by their
maturity and seed color. In these islands, papaya fruits are always used as vegetable before
maturing. We collected papaya seeds from plants resistant to virus. These crops are grown for
personal use or ceremonial use by old farmers. These useful crops are now disappearing as

their ageing.
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Fig. 1 Exploration area
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Table 1 A list of plant germplasm collected in Miyako and Yaeyama islands

I L 7- MR BHEM O RR
SRS | IWEEAR 5 Y % % B % B LG ) ELEOE 3| ] £
109|192 7A7TH|74%a" Foentculum vulgare MR R BB YT BT RT 7785490 i, TARDL
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