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Collection of Native Varieties of Soybean (Glycine max L.)
around the Kyushu Region in Japan

Yoshinori NAKAZAWA and Kazunori IGITA

Soybean Breeding Laboratory, Kyushu National Agricultural Experiment Station,

Nishigoshi, Kumamoto, Japan
Summary

It is considered that the native varieties of soybean will become an important source of
germplasm for soybean breeding. Exploration for the collection of native varieties of soybean
(Glycine max) was conducted in the southeastern area of Fukuoka Prefecture and western area
of Oita Prefecture at the end of September, 1990.

During the exploration, we collected twenty nine accessions of native varieties of soybean.
Most of them are cultivated for home-consumption by old farmers. The varieties of soybean
cultivated in the above-mentioned areas are as follows ; “Kuromame (black soybean)”, yellow
soybean, “Akamame (reddish brown soybean)” and “Kurakake (black-saddled yellow soybean)”.
Especially, “Kuromame” is cultivated widely in many areas for the preparation of boiled bean.

The native varieties are cultivated mainly by old farmers. We should collect and conserve
them as early as possible.
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Table 1. The expedition program for collecting G. max
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Fig. 2. Region for the expedition and the major points for collecting G. max, 1990
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Table 2. Collection of G. max around the Kyushyu district in Japan, 1990
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