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Collection of the Wild Soybean (Glycine soja)
in the Yoshino Basin

Akio KIKUCHI, Masayasu SARUTA and Akinori OKABE

Soybean Breeding Laboratory, Department of Crop Breeding, National Agricultural
Research Center for Western Region. 1-3-1 Senyu, Zentsuji, Kagawa 765-8508, Japan

Summary

Exploration for collecting the wild soybean (Glycine soja) in the Yoshino basin of Kochi and
Tokushima prefectures was conducted at the end of October and the beginning of November,
2004 (Table 1 and Fig.1). During this exploration, 39 legume seed samples including 35 of wild
soybean (G. soja), one of cultivated soybean (G. max) and 3 of wild azuki bean (Vigna angularis
var. nipponensis) were collected (Table 2). In a total 75 of exploration sites, almost all wild

soybean samples were collected in the lower Yoshino basin.
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Fig.1. The exploration route and sites( @ : not collected, O : collected) of wild soybean in the

Yoshino basin.
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Table 1. Itinerary of the exploration and the collected samples on each day in the Yoshino basin.
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Table 2. A list of wild soybean and other legumes collected in the Yoshino basin.
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Photo 1. A wild soybean habitat was almost washed away by a typhoon.
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Photo 2. A wild soybean population twined around a bamboo tree.
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