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Peninsula, Chiba Prefecture

Makita HAJIKA, Koji TAKAHASHI and Susumu HIRAGA

Legume Breeding Laboratory, Department of Field Crop Research.
National Institute of Crop Science, National Agricultural Research Organization.
2-1-18 Kannondai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8518, Japan

Summary

Glycine soja is a wild relative of soybean, G. max, and is widely distributed in the
East Asia. Since it easily crosses with the cultivated soybean, it is considered as important
germplasm. We carried out field survey and collection of the wild soybean in southern
part of Boso Peninsula in Chiba Prefecture, Japan on November 13th, 2002. Though the
collection was done slitely after maturity, 48 samples of wild soybean and 3 of cultivated
soybean were collected. The wild soybean was found everywhere in the investigated
areas including the Susaki cape in the most western edge of Boso Peninsula. There were
abundant populations of the wild soybean in inland areas of the peninsula but a limited
number of populations along with the coastal roads.
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Table Colected wild-soybean and soybean lines in the Boso peninsula
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Fig.2. Wild soybean in the maturity
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Fig.3. The typical habitat of wild soybean.
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Fig.4. Wild soybean population at the tip of the Susaki cape.
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Fig.5 Disappearing wild soybean habitat with the progress of the transition.
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